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those around him. He imparted these 
values to his children, who have gone 
on to contribute greatly to their com-
munities as well. 

I had the honor and the pleasure of 
knowing Dan. He’s left a lasting im-
pression on those he touched. May his 
soul rest in peace. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM OF WILLIAM J. 
‘‘BILL’’ RAGGIO 

(Mr. AMODEI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, today, in 
Nevada, a funeral service is being held 
for William J. ‘‘Bill’’ Raggio. 

When you think of Nevada public 
service in the modern era, Bill Raggio’s 
name tops all lists. When you think of 
legislative leadership in the Silver 
State, Bill Raggio’s name tops all lists. 
When you think of self-made individ-
uals in Nevada, Bill Raggio’s name, 
once again, tops all lists. 

It is with sincere sorrow that I rise 
on the floor of the United States House 
of Representatives on this day to me-
morialize a native son of the State of 
Nevada, a husband, a dad, a community 
and statewide leader, a role model, and 
a friend with whom I had the honor and 
privilege of serving the people of Ne-
vada for many years. 

My condolences to Bill’s daughters, 
Leslie and Tracy, and to his wife, Dale. 

God bless you, Bill. 
f 

WE WILL BE THERE TO DEFEND 
ISRAEL 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, 
America has no better friend on the 
face of the Earth than the people of 
Israel. Israel is the only nation on 
Earth that can say they’ve stood by 
America 100 percent of the time for 100 
percent of their existence. And it’s so 
important today that America, that 
our President, that this Congress, 
stand behind the people of Israel at 
this moment of supreme peril. 

When the Iranians are building a nu-
clear weapon as fast as they can, that 
the Iranians have said they’re going to 
use it, America must stand by Israel. 
There should be no doubt in the mind 
of every Israeli, of every friend of 
Israel around the world that America 
will stand behind her best friend 100 
percent the time, just as they have 
stood beside us 100 percent of the time. 

We will be there for Israel to defend 
her safety, her security, and her pros-
perity against any enemy, any time, 
anywhere. 

f 

CONFLICT BETWEEN IRAN AND 
ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GRIFFIN of Arkansas). Under the 

Speaker’s announced policy of January 
5, 2011, the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. 
KING) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my privilege and honor to address you 
here on the floor of the United States 
House of Representatives in this 
world’s great deliberative body. And 
taking it from the top, as I listened to 
the statements that were made tonight 
in the 1-minutes, I think of the gentle-
lady from Texas and her statement 
about Syria. 

Now I’m not here, Mr. Speaker, to de-
fend President Assad and Syria. In 
fact, I think he needs to go. And I be-
lieve that all people of the world have 
a right to a self-determination, and 
they should not live under tyranny and 
they should not live under despotism. 

I just think back to when some of us 
objected that the former Speaker of 
the House, Mr. Speaker, and that was 
NANCY PELOSI, as she took over the big 
gavel, she set up a diplomatic tour and 
mission, and one of those places was 
Syria. And I remember the President of 
the United States, whom, according to 
the Constitution, is in control of—and 
I’ll say according to the interpretation 
of the Constitution, he’s Commander- 
in-Chief but also controls the foreign 
policy. It’s implicit, and it’s more than 
a two-century practice that you have 
to have the President of the United 
States as conducting foreign policy. 

The President of the United States 
was George W. Bush who asked the 
then-Speaker of the House, please, do 
not go to Syria. Do not seek to nego-
tiate with President Assad. Do not 
upset the diplomacy that’s taking 
place between the United States and 
Syria, or the lack of that diplomacy. 

And I think about that time when 
NANCY PELOSI, as Speaker, crossed that 
line, even though it was requested by 
the President of the United States, the 
Commander-in-Chief of our Armed 
Forces, and the individual who was in 
command of all of our foreign policy, 
had asked her not to go. 

Now we see what’s going on in Syria. 
And I listened to the comments, and I 
just think that if the gentlelady from 
Texas had spoken up at that time when 
I did, it might be a little bit easier to 
hear tonight than this particularly 
was. 

b 1910 

Mr. Speaker, there are many things 
in front of us in this Congress. Among 
them, of course, are economics and na-
tional defense, and our national secu-
rity. 

Right now, as I listened to the gen-
tleman from Texas talk about the 
Israelis, and there’s an event going on 
tonight that brings together about 
12,000 people that are some Israelis, 
many people of Jewish origin here in 
the United States, and all who will be 
sitting there at the AIPAC dinner will 
be strongly supporting an independent 
Israel that is in control of defending 
themselves, the sovereignty of Israel. 

I’m a strong supporter of Israel. I 
look at the country of Israel sur-
rounded by its enemies, formed in 1948, 
and for most of my life, I’ve watched 
Israel develop and defend herself, and 
I’ve watched how they are the most 
stable and reliable democracy in the 
Middle East, and for a long time they 
were the only democracy in the Middle 
East. It would be the only place for a 
long time where an Arab could get a 
fair trial out of all of the Middle East. 

Today, we’re seeing the dialogue take 
place from Iran, not with Iran, and 
Israel is the stated target of 
Ahmadinejad. They’ve been working in 
Iran, as you know, Mr. Speaker, ur-
gently and feverishly to develop a nu-
clear weapon and a means to deliver it. 

When I came into this Congress and 
was sworn in in 2003, I sat down then 
with the ambassadors to the United 
States from Germany, France, and 
Great Britain, who were seeking to 
convince us here in the Congress that 
we should encourage our President to 
open up dialogue with the Iranians and 
perhaps be able to talk them out of 
their nuclear endeavor. 

Now, that was in September of 2003 
that that meeting took place over in 
the Rayburn building, Mr. Speaker. As 
I sat in on that meeting and weighed in 
on that meeting, I kept hearing the 
message come back about ‘‘open up 
dialogue.’’ They wanted to open up dia-
logue. 

So when it came around to the oppor-
tunity where I had the floor, I asked 
those three ambassadors from each na-
tion, the United Kingdom, France, and 
Germany, What is your long-term 
agenda here? What do you propose to 
do? They said, We want to open up dia-
logue. My answer was, If we open up 
dialogue with Iran, what is the next 
step? They said, We’re only here to 
talk about opening up dialogue. 

But if you open up dialogue with 
Iran, there are other steps along the 
way. If we just talk with them, and 
they refuse then to shut down their nu-
clear development within Iran, what 
are you prepared to do?’’ 

I watched these diplomats start to 
get nervous. When you talk to dip-
lomats about action, they start to get 
nervous. So what are you prepared to 
do? What do you mean? We all, I think, 
knew what was coming. 

Well, are you prepared to go to the 
United Nations with us and ask for a 
resolution rejecting Iran’s nuclear en-
deavor? Are you prepared to bring 
about sanctions? If the sanctions don’t 
work, are you prepared to bring about 
a blockade? If the blockade doesn’t 
work and there’s a line in the sand that 
says if you violate the blockade, and if 
you continue on your nuclear endeav-
or, are you prepared then to go to the 
desert and enforce the very things that 
are being started in this dialogue here? 

Of course they weren’t prepared to do 
that. They weren’t even prepared to 
talk about that. 

Mr. Speaker, when you start down 
the path of diplomacy and you think 
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